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Matthew Hartness, Sequani 
 

 
 
Matthew graduated from Leeds University in 1996 with an honours degree in biochemistry and 
molecular biology. He then completed a PhD from the Leeds School of Medicine in 2000, 
looking at the role of Protein Kinase C in the regulation of noradrenaline release, and then spent 
two years working as a postdoctoral research fellow in the School of Biomedical Sciences, 
investigating the role of potassium channels in oxygen sensing in the lungs. In 2002, Matthew 
joined Aptuit (at the time Quintiles), initially working as a Safety Pharmacology Study Director 
using in vitro models to assess cardiovascular safety liabilities of pharmaceuticals in 
development, before being appointed Manager of the In Vitro Pharmacology group in 2009. In 
2011, Matthew moved to Sequani. He originally managed the Formulation Sciences group, 
which was responsible for storage and formulation of test items for dosing in nonclinical 
toxicology studies. In 2017, he became Head of Biological Sciences, a new department 
composed of Histology, In Vitro Toxicology (including genetic toxicology), and Clinical 
Pathology (including immunoassays for measuring protein biomarkers of toxicity). 
 
 
  



Brenda Finney, Propath UK 
 

 
 
Brenda is the Head of Molecular Pathology at Propath UK. This group provides NanoString 
GeoMx, nCounter, and IHC/ISH services, as well as acting as a point of contact for scientific 
discussions when setting up and conducting Sponsor studies. Her scientific career began as an 
animal care technician supporting researchers at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. She then 
moved into a research assistant role at the University of Cincinnati, working with transgenic 
mouse colonies for a lab focusing on neurofibromatosis research. Brenda then moved to the UK 
to participate in a Master of Research program at the University of Manchester. This successful 
year was followed by a PhD at Cardiff University working on the extracellular calcium-sensing 
receptor and lung development, then postdoctoral work in the Birmingham Platelet Group. 
Brenda joined Sequani as a Principal Scientist working in the Biological Sciences Department, 
which encompassed Clinical Pathology, In Vitro Toxicology, and Histology, and after five years 
was appointed as Head of Molecular Pathology with Propath UK. Brenda is also Editor of 
Comparative Clinical Pathology and is an author of Histological Techniques: An Introduction for 
Beginners in Toxicology and numerous other scientific publications. 
 
 
  



Emilyanne Leonard, AstraZeneca 
 

 
 
Emilyanne is a certified Medical Laboratory Scientist (ASCP), having worked as a generalist at 
High Point Regional Hospital, where she worked in all lab departments: Haematology, Blood 
Bank, Clinical Chemistry, Coagulation, and Urinalysis. In 2015, she graduated with distinction 
from Kingston University London with a MSc in biomedical science with a focus in haematology. 
She joined AstraZeneca as a Senior Scientist, running and interpreting routine haematology and 
clinical chemistry panels as well as other nonroutine biomarkers for in-house toxicological 
studies in preclinical species. In 2017, her role within AZ shifted its focus to more bespoke 
biomarkers, using methods such as flow cytometry and various immunoassay platforms. She 
continues to support the in vivo investigative safety studies with nonroutine biomarker data as 
well as providing select biomarker support to in vitro safety studies. 
 
 
  



Ian Roman, GlaxoSmithKline 
 

 
 
Ian started his career in the UK NHS, where he studied all lab disciplines from haematology to 
pathology. He then specialized in haematology and transfusion science and studied for his 
fellowship in immunology. Ian then joined the Glaxo Haematology department, where he studied 
for his MSc in haematology and transfusion science. After the Glaxo Welcome merger, he joined 
the combined Clinical Pathology investigative group specializing in flow cytometry. When Glaxo 
and SmithKline Beecham merged, he stayed within clinical pathology with responsibility for 
haematology. Ian is now head of the clinical pathology and diagnostics department of 
GlaxoSmithKline UK. He was part of the Association of Comparative Haematology from 1990 
before the merger with the Animal Clinical Chemistry Association, which became the 
Association of Comparative Clinical Pathology (ACCP). He eventually joined the committee of 
the ACCP and has been part of the group who lecture on the toxicology MSc course at the 
University of Surrey as well as part of the team who run the ACCP data interpretation course.  
 
 
 


